[image: image1]  
[image: image14.jpg]




Results of a survey of the HWK’s former Fellows 
Introduction

At the suggestion of the German Council of Science and Humanities and the HWK’s Scientific Advisory Board, a survey was developed for the HWK’s former Fellows in order to evaluate 

· whether and to what extent a stay at the HWK impacted future career paths and academic gains, and what factors were particularly beneficial,

· whether the time spent at the HWK was helpful for achieving academic gains in their own research, and what reasons underlie this,

· whether the HWK Fellowship is a suitable instrument for building academic and personal networks,

· whether there were gains in knowledge with regard to interdisciplinary research,

· where the HWK could be more proactive in attracting potential Fellows and optimizing the conditions for a successful Fellowship.

Structural data
· Time frame: November 2009 first mailing, end of January 2010 follow-up, beginning of February 2010 conclusion of the survey.

· Numbers: In total, 264 questionnaires (all former HWK Fellows) with six closed questions and one open question were sent by E-Mail in English and German with an accompanying letter.

· Response: 124 questionnaires, corresponding to a response rate of 47%.

· 98 men (79%) and 26 women (21%) responded; this distribution represents approximately the total ratio of male and female Fellows at the HWK (75% men, 25% women). 
Divided into research areas, the respondents included 45 social scientists, 36 neuroscientists and cognitive scientists, 28 marine and climate researchers, 12 materials scientists and 3 guests of the Rector.
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Figure: Response rate of all former Fellows by subject area (in %)

Analysis results

The survey results provide a striking confirmation of the wide approval of the HWK. They reinforce the HWK’s structures and objectives and the scientific process of innovation that it pursues. 

Question 1: How did your Fellowship at the HWK impact your professional career?
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Figure: Impact of the HWK Fellowship on career path: overall
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According to the respondents, the HWK Fellowship clearly has a positive impact on the professional career. Reasons for the positive impact: the opportunities offered at the HWK, the collaboration with partners in the region and the individual research project. 

One feature was particularly distinctive among the otherwise positive evaluation: Only just over 40% of the social scientists express their clear satisfaction here compared with the other subject areas, all of which have a positive evaluation of around 80%.

Question 2: How helpful was your time at the HWK with respect to building academic networks?
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Figure: Benefit of the HWK Fellowship for the development of academic networks: overall
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According to the majority of the respondents (73%), an important aim of the HWK, to contribute to the development and stabilization of academic networks, has been achieved. 
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Figure: Benefit of the HWK Fellowship for the development of academic networks: by subject area
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When the results are differentiated by field of study, the Social Sciences also differ from the other disciplines in the altogether positive evaluation: only just over 20% of the Social Scientists experienced the time at the HWK as particularly helpful for the development of academic networks. This contrasts with the other three fields of study, where the former Fellows rate the opportunities distinctly higher.

Question 4: Looking back, how do you view your time at the HWK with respect to scientific gains?
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Figure: Benefit of the HWK Fellowship towards academic gains: overall
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The respondents’ opinions clearly indicate that the HWK Fellowship has a positive impact on academic gains (72% of all respondents).

Reasons given for this are the individual research projects and the collaboration partners in the region, as well as tangible working conditions at the HWK and the support of the HWK team: a decided vote for the institution Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg and its structures, because the conditions and opportunities here accommodate the different research plans in a comfortable and fitting way.
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Figure: Reason for the benefit of the HWK Fellowship for academic success: by subject area
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Question 5: How do you view your time at the HWK with respect to interdisciplinary gains in knowledge?
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Figure: Benefit of the HWK Fellowship in terms of interdisciplinary gains in knowledge: overall

-Very informative

-Informative

-Partly informative

-Somewhat informative

-Not specified

The interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary focus of the HWK proves to be a functioning model of academic exchange across the boundaries of one’s own field: Two-thirds of the former Fellows indicate that their time at the HWK was very informative or informative in terms of interdisciplinary gains in knowledge.
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Figure: Benefit of the HWK Fellowship towards gaining interdisciplinary knowledge: by academic degree
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When the responses regarding the gain of interdisciplinary knowledge are differentiated by Professors and Junior Scientists, an interesting, if not marked, discrepancy can be seen: 35% of the Professors rate their interdisciplinary gain in knowledge as “very informative”, while 42% of the Junior Scientists rate their interdisciplinary gain in knowledge as “very informative”. But if the positive response “informative” is also considered, then both groups are just over 70%.

Question 7: Please share your personal experiences and recommendations in a few words or sentences.

Six recurring key issues were drawn out of the responses and are presented in the Top 6 table. The less frequently mentioned issues are pooled under “other”.
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Figure: Top 6 + other

-Excellent working conditions

-Successful results/positive influence on academic career

-Good and professional support through the HWK staff
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Outlook- Recommendations from the data set

· The structural conditions and requirements at the HWK are suitable for continued presentation of the HWK as an exemplary Institute for Advanced Study. Based on the recommendations and experiences of former Fellows, however, certain conditions and factors could be optimized for the future path of the HWK:

· The opportunities for a successful stay could be optimized especially for the Social Sciences Fellows, for example in the support of network formation.

· The HWK should in future push the creation of research connections even harder, for example through (interdisciplinary) cross-functional Fellow groups with similar topic choices.

· The HWK could take steps to ensure that the Fellows are informed of interesting workshops and lectures at the neighboring universities and academic institutes (network building).
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Figure: Would you recommend the HWK? Overall
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